
Hale`iwa Elementary School 

        
  Ke aka o Hale`iwa ...Kupono me ke aloha no ka ohana o ke ao 

The ESSENCE of Hale`iwa...Live life to the fullest with honor, respect, kindness and love to make the world a better place 
 
 
Update as of July 15, 2020 
 
Dear Hale`iwa Families, 
 
Last week Wednesday, July 8, we officially sent our reopening plan to all of you.  Understandably, the 
notion of bringing back 100% of our students for face-to-face learning was met with a great deal of 
concern by many parents.  All of us are facing difficult decisions.  The school needs to decide what we 
think is best for all of our students. Parents need to decide what they think is best for their individual 
children.  Undoubtedly, there is bound to be differing beliefs about "what is best".  Please know that I fully 
acknowledge the concerns that have been expressed and understand why you have them.  The decision 
that we made to bring back 100% of our students face to face was made by : 

● following the health and safety guidance that we received from the DOE and DOH 
● very closely examining our classrooms, furniture set up, etc to ensure that we could provide for 

the 3 feet physical distancing per the DOE/DOH guidance 
● our sincere belief that students learn best in face to face interactions with their teacher and that 

we could do this safely for all students and faculty and staff 
● our belief that it was important to bring back all students so that parents who need to return to 

work, can return to work because their children would be in school everyday 
● understanding that not everyone would be comfortable enough to send their children back to 

school yet so we wanted to offer a 100% distance learning option -- but we also acknowledge that 
this option is less than ideal 

On Monday, July 13, the DOE and HSTA reached another agreement that makes it clear that 6 feet 
physical distancing must be followed in the classroom and everywhere else on campus for 
students and teachers.   With this new agreement, because Hale`iwa currently has 6 classrooms that 
have less than 6 feet physical distancing between desks ( it ranges from 3 to 5 feet of space in those 6 
classrooms), we are required to submit a “Request for Exception to the HSTA contract”.  This request 
must be approved by both the DOE and HSTA.  Hale`iwa plans to submit the request this week.  We are 
hoping for a definitive response by early next week. 

Unfortunately, what this means for families is that our reopening plans may change.  If the “Request for 
Exception to the HSTA contract” is not approved OR we encounter another unexpected barrier to 
our current reopening plan, we may be forced to adopt a hybrid plan.  

 

More on the other side 



We wanted to communicate the possibility of this change so that families can prepare for the 
change if it is deemed necessary.   The hybrid plan that we would adopt would look slightly different 
from what was originally published in our “Hale Pilialoha” Reopening Plan booklet.  Here are the basic 
things to know about our hybrid plan if we are forced to change to it: 

● ALL Students (including grades K- 2) would be broken into 2 groups:  
○ A-K = Red 
○  L-Z = Gray  

■ These groups will follow the Waialua High and Intermediate Schedule. * 
■ When WHIS has their “DAWGS” days, our “most vulnerable learners” which 

includes our special education students, English Language learners and other 
designated students would come to school. 

■ The only students who will attend school EVERYDAY are our students who 
receive special education services and who are English Language learners. 

● On the days that students are learning from home, they will be expected to check in via google 
hangout with their teacher in the morning and the afternoon to be considered “present” for school. 

More detailed information would be provided if we were directed to change to a hybrid plan.  

However, our 100% distance learning plan will still be an option for all families who are not 
comfortable with sending their children back to the school campus yet - no matter which of the 
reopening plans we end up following.    We still have many details to work out for our 100% distance 
learning program but we ask that you give our program serious consideration.  We really want to keep our 
Hale`iwa students connected to our school as much as possible.  Parents that are interested in our 
100% distance learning program or who definitely know they want the 100% distance learning 
program for their child(ren) are asked to complete this google survey: 
https://forms.gle/cxVph6XXoG9nLaML8 

Completing the survey does NOT obligate you to the 100% distance learning program.  Of course, you 
may change your mind, but it will help us to plan for both our in person and 100% distance learning 
programs. 

Most importantly, I want to reassure all of you that even if we have differing opinions about "what is best" 
or "what is safest" for our students to return to school, we very much respect your responsibility as 
parents to advocate for what you believe is best for your child.  At the same time, I hope you know 
that, even if we disagree about what is best,  it has always been our goal at Hale`iwa to take care of our 
students the way we would want our own children to be taken care of by their school. 

As soon as we have definitive answers about our plans, we will update all of you.  We appreciate your 
continued patience and support of Hale`iwa.  Please take care of yourselves.  We hope to see you and 
your children very soon. 

Sincerely, 

 

Malaea Wetzel, Principal 

 

 

 

https://forms.gle/cxVph6XXoG9nLaML8


 

Waialua High and Intermediate School’s schedule for the first quarter  

● This is the schedule that Hale`iwa would follow if we are directed to change to a hybrid reopening 
plan 

 


